
Kia Ora, Talofa, Malolele, Kiorana, Greetings from the Principal, Mr Brent Gray 

Issue 7 

10 May 2018 

 

 144 Cass Street  

PO Box 294  

Ashburton 7740  

Phone: (03) 3089563 or (027)3321186  

Email: office@ashinter.school.nz  

144 Cass Street 

PO Box 294 

Ashburton 7740 

Phone: (03) 3089563 or 0273321186 

Email: office@ashinter.school.nz 

Issue 7 

17 May 2023 

Youth Institute Week 

It is always a pleasure to go and visit our School Leaders as part of this weeklong event each year. 

The Youth Institute of Ashburton, ably led by the evergreen Mr Ray King, put our young leaders in 

front of a variety of leaders within our community who willingly share their time, knowledge and exper-

tise. It all culminates in a presentation to parents at the end of the week where they reflect on their 

learnings and share this with an audience. I was incredibly proud of all eight of them during this 

presentation. 
 

Fundraising Pies and Bake Sales 

These fundraisers remind us all here at school that will live in a wonderfully supportive community. 

There is an immense amount of fundraising goes on in our district and it seems without fail that people 

are so willing to support the myriad of causes. We know that there are all sorts of things that put de-

mands on people, so we are incredibly grateful for the support shown to these events, whether that 

contribution is big or small, as it all counts. 
 

Teacher Only Day 

Our recent Teacher Only Day served a couple of purposes. The Year 7 teachers were able to use the 

time to familiarise themselves with the camp venue for later in the year at Wainui, a fantastic facility in 

itself. The rest of us bussed our way to Okains Bay where we spent time at the museum there, im-

mersing ourselves in the local history, a history that is an important part of the Ngai Tahu landscape. If 

you ever get the opportunity to visit this museum, I can highly recommend it – the place is a national 

treasure. 
 

Wet Days 

It looks like we are heading into the wet and cold season, and today it has been wet most of the day. 

Please ensure your child has a jacket to wear to school and outside during break times on such days. 

We are always amazed how many students turn up in only a shirt or sweater and are wet through if 

they have walked to school. We do have a few jackets at the office that need a home, so if your child 

needs one, tell them to come over. 
 

Community Events 

It has been great to see so many of our current and ex students featuring as part of the local sporting 

and arts scene over the last few weeks. The junior nominations for the local Sports Awards were heav-

ing with talent that we have seen through the school in the last few years. It is truly amazing to read of 

the success on a local, national and international stage that these dedicated young people are having. 

We also have a number of students about to go on stage with the local production of ‘The Wizard of 

Oz’. Having been in a few of these shows, I know the hours or rehearsal it takes to get a production to 

stage, so to all of you involved, break a leg! 



 

 

Trim and Chat 

We have a local barber who is keen to come in on a Monday and do ‘Trim and Chat’ sessions free of 

charge for our male students. This haircut would be provided free of charge while the barber and the stu-

dent have a chat about life. Of course, this wouldn’t be done without permission, so if your son is keen to 

take up this opportunity, tell them to see me for a permission slip. 

 

Nga mihi nui  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brent Gray 
Principal 

Bully Free Week 15th - 19th May 2023 

Keeping within the theme of this week being bully free week, Below we have some examples of the differences 

between being Rude, Mean and Bullying. As a wider community let us set good examples for each other. 

A 7 year old says to a peer, “I’m not inviting you to my birthday party”, in front of other classmates. 

(Mean) 

 

A 13 year old learner cuts off a peer in mid-sentence during group work, saying “I have a much better idea than 

that.” (Rude) 

 

A 9 year old pinches the same peer on the mat each day and has ignored them when they have said “Stop it, I 

don’t like it” (Bullying) 

 

A student commented that my friends new profile picture is ugly. Then they shared it across our friendship 

group with negative comments. (Bullying) 

 

My classmates won’t let my friend join in four square at lunchtime. (Mean/Bullying) 

 

A kid in my class got super angry at lunchtime because someone made fun of their lunch. Now they ’re getting 

teased, people are saying things like “stand back, here comes the rage cage” when they walk past.  

(Bullying) 

 

You are waiting in line at the canteen when two senior students push in front of you. This is the third time this 

week. (Bullying) 

 

You are ready for the school dance/disco and a friend says “Are you really going dressed like that!”  

(Rude) 

 

 

On Friday 19 May 2023, Aotearoa will become a sea of pink as 

schools, workplaces and communities join the Pink Shirt Day 

movement. 

By taking part you will be helping to stamp out bullying by  

celebrating diversity and promoting kindness and inclusion.  

Kōrero Mai, Kōrero Atu, Mauri Tū, Mauri Ora! Speak Up, Stand 

Together, Stop Bullying! 

Kua r i te  koe? Are  you  in?  



 

SCHOOL NEWS  

18 May Frozen Pies Distribution  

19 May Pink Shirt Day - Gold Coin Donation 

25 May Rhythm Interactive Touring Show 

28 May - 3 June Samoan Language Week 

31 May - 1 June Epro8 

5 June Kings Birthday - No School 

7 June Jumping June - Whole School Skipping 

7 June Mid-Canterbury County Cross Country 

9 June Ashburton College Online Enrolments Close for 2024 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Basket Ball News - Nicola Scoon 
 
The AIS Stingers Year 7 Basketball team won their 

League on Monday 8th May at the EA network 

centre, a Ten-week season run by Mid Canterbury 

Basketball. A very special thanks to John Kasiano 

for coaching the team. 

Science Investigations 2023 
 
All students will participate in Science Investigations  
during this Term. This year’s Science Fair will be held 
Wednesday 26th July (Term 3 Week 2). All Science  
investigations will be completed and presented within 
class prior to this date. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Science Boards are available at the office for $10.00 
each. Cash, Eftpos or online payment is available. 
 

ASB 12-3271-0211305-00 – (Science board as a  
reference with students name) 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrolment at Ashburton College 2024 

Families are encouraged to complete online enrolments. 

If you require a hard copy please visit the College Office. 

Further information will be sent via email through your 

school office. 

Important Dates: 

9th June - Online Enrolments Close 

27th July - Open Evening 5:30pm - 7:30pm 

31 August - 4 August Enrolment Week by Appointment 

24 November - New Entrants Morning  

Winter Sports Assistance 
 

Are you passionate about Rugby? Mrs Mears is 

looking for some assistance from the community 

with regards to coaching our girls an boys 

Wednesday Winter Sports programme. As a  

prospective coach you will need to have done a 

Small Blacks coaching course. 
 

If you are in a  

position to assist or 

have any  

questions please do 

not hesitate in  

contacting  

 
Mrs Mears via 
email: rmears@ashinter.school.nz  

mailto:rmears@ashinter.school.nz


 

 
Youth Institute Week - School Leader Feedback 

Ruby Watson 
 

Last week all the school leaders went on a week-long leadership course called Kickstart. We had multiple 
speakers come in and talk to us. We were given worksheets, quotes and played games to step out of our  
comfort zone. 
 

My favourite speaker was Jessie Chan. Jessie Chan explained to us about how she had a pretty tough  
childhood. She told us that her dad was a big leader in her life and led her with love. Jessie is on the board of 
Rural Co. She has an Honours Degree in Animal Science, has worked in a range of rural professional  
positions and has won plenty of awards including Dairy Woman of the Year in 2017 and received the Women in 
Governance Award for Inspiring Governance Leader in 2021. Jessie taught us that no matter your  
background, you can achieve great things. 
 

Other things I learnt were: 
• to not judge a book by its cover  

• If you have a uniform, wear it proudly and respect it. 

• Always do the right thing because you never know who’s looking at you, it could be a boss of a  
    company you want to apply for later in life.  
 

I will use my knowledge from this course to be more confident when speaking publicly and accept every  
opportunity that comes my way, even if it’s out of my comfort zone. I am very grateful to have been able to  
attend this course 

Georgia Reynolds 
 

My favourite speaker was Jesse Chan because she had such a wonderful story about how her mother lived. I 
also enjoyed listening to how her life was growing up and how her and her siblings were always the odd ones 
out. 
 

I got lots of good advice from Kerry Clough about how to stay away from banking fraud and we learnt about 
loans, deposits etc. 
 

I will use my past week's knowledge to help me during assemblies as we had someone talk to us about public 
speaking, I will also use it to become a better leader and role model. 

Lucas Jemmett 
 

My favourite speaker was? For me my favourite speaker of the week would have been Roger Sutton as he 

taught us about how to deal with criticism as in 2011 when the earthquake struck he was the face of the news 

as he was CEO of the Christchurch power company and he dealt with a lot of criticism with people messaging 

and even telling him to his face he was not doing good enough .He came out stronger after his experience.  

 

One important piece of advice I got was ‘If you are going to follow the masses sometimes they can be silent’ 

meaning you have to say what you think or know is right as sometimes you may not feel comfortable with what 

others are saying or doing but you try to keep fitting in with them. 

 

One of the many things that I will use to help me as a leader is when there is a conflict going on between two 

people or more I now have learnt how to find a even or a win, win and also make sure it doesn't happen again, I 

have also learnt how to stay calm and this is a big thing as when others see a leader panicking they will as well 

so you always have to stay calm no matter what! 

Francis Ula 

For my favourite speaker, it was Jesse Chan, because she said no matter what your background story you can 

still achieve in life.  

The Mayor said that leadership isn’t always about you. It is about putting other first and listening to other peo-

ple’s opinions as well.  

Matt Marshall said to stand straight, no fiddling with your hair or clothes always paise breath and smile. A great 

tip to remember when you are doing speeches at school. 



 

 
 
 

 

Youth Institute Week - School Leader Feedback 

Esther Halaufia 

Who was your favourite speaker an Why? 

In my opinion, My Favourite Speaker at the Kickstart Leadership Course was Jesse Chan, You might wonder 

why did I pick her? Well, I picked her because  it all started when she was talking about her childhood. Jesse 

had a hard up bringing. But she told us “No matter what your back ground is, you can still achieve in life” com-

ing from her, Jesse is now a leader and plays a big role in her job. 

What was an important piece of advice you got from another speaker? 

An important piece of advice I got from another speaker was advice about speeches, was Matt Marshall. He 

told us to never fidget with anything around us, always make eye contact with your audience and always use 

hand gestures while smiling too. 

How you will use some of your new knowledge at school or in the community? 

Roger Sutton, came in and talked about how his face was on the news after the Christchurch Earthquake in 

2011. He then told us that where ever we are, always stay calm and breathe. “Stay calm in times of crises”. 

Lanuola P 

Who was your favourite speaker and why? 

Well for me my favourite speaker was Jesse Chan, Chairwoman of RuralCo. She told us a story about her 

childhood, where she was poor and how other kids were making fun od her and her siblings. My favourite part 

of her story was what she said at the end, “No matter what your back story was you can accomplish anything 

you desire”. 

What was an important piece of advice you got from another speaker? 

The piece of advice that I got from another speaker was “Leadership isn’t always about you, but it’s about put-

ting others first and also listening to there ideas as well”. That was from our Mayor Neil Brown 

How will you I use some of your new found knowledge at school or in the community? 

When we have speeches I will use the advice of PAUSE, BREATH and SMILE from Matt Marshall. Also in 

sports I can be a others first leader. 

PJ 

Who was your favourite speaker and why? 

My favourite Speaker was Kerry Clough who is a Financial Adviser and a banker as well. Kerry was my favour-

ite speaker because of how he helped us out with our finances and banking problems. 

What was an important piece of advice you got from another speaker? 

The advice from Jesse Chan resonated with me is, “No matter what your back ground is, you can still achieve 

in life”. Which makes me more confident in my work and out look. 

How will you I use some of your new found knowledge at school or in the community? 

I will use my new knowledge from what I have learnt for the past few days for encouraging others and lifting 

others as well.  



 
 
 
Introducing our 24/7 Youth Workers Ruby Bowman and Mace Gray at Ashburton Intermediate 

 

 SCHOOL NEWS 

Pull Out Programme Outing 

The Ngai Tahu Stories POP group went to visit the 

Ashburton Museum to learn a bit about the history of 

Ngai Tahu in Hakatere. Thank you to Kate for 

teaching us. 

Kia Ora, 
 

I am Ruby and I have been a 24/7 Youth Worker here 

at Intermediate for the last 8 years. I also Youth Work 

at Ashburton College and in my free time run an  

eyelash business from home. Last year my Husband 

& I welcomed our first baby Ezra into our family, he 

brings us so much joy, happiness, and busyness into 

our lives. Life as a working Mum has its challenges 

but it also has its incredible rewards. 
 

Here at school our main focus is to build positive  

relationships with your children. We do this by being 

present in classrooms, playing rugby, netball, talking 

to kids at morning tea & lunch, being involved in 

school activities and by just being around on a daily 

basis. 
 

Students need people with time and people that can 

be fully engaged with them to listen to their friendship 

trouble, their home life situations, their wins and  

losses in life and we can do that. We are a listening 

ear, a shoulder to cry on and a person these kids can 

trust. When situations arise, we help and guide  

students to the right places to get the best possible 

help suited for them. Every young person needs 

adults in their lives that they can trust and confide in, 

if it can’t be a teacher, parent or family member we 

make ourselves available so a student never has to 

go through life without at least one person they can 

trust to journey out that situation with them.  

  

I absolutely love Intermediate School and the beauti-

ful tamariki here. My job is an absolute privilege and I 

love walking through the gates every week to new 

faces, new tasks and to the opportunity of building 

“whole” students one piece at a time  

Hello 
 

My name is Mace, I’ve been working with youth for 6 

years and a 24-7 Youth Worker for 3 years. I enjoy 

helping people, as well as playing sports and of 

course video games. 
  

As a 24-7 Youth Workers we aim to build meaningful 

relationships with the tamariki here at Intermediate. 

For me this looks like being a positive role model be-

cause unfortunately for a few students they have role 

models but not ones that are positive, productive, and 

supportive. I also aim to be as relatable as I can to 

kids, when I don’t know what something is that they 

are talking about, I will go home, google it and get a 

new understanding so when I see them next time I 

can relate and form a deeper bond with them.  

Showing up consistently and following through with 

promises is important and something I strive to do 

every day. 
 

The students & staff here are fantastic and it’s an 

honour to work here. 



 
 

 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

Trenches by Navaia Eli 

 

The sky is grey dark and filled with smoke from 

gunshots that are continuously being fired with no 

remorse. Bodies lying everywhere with that life-

less look in their eyes, not being able to go back 

to their loved ones. 

 

I’m still alive, barely, but here, trying not to let 

death catch me. I’ve seen many people die out 

here on the battlefield and it hurts me so much. I 

won’t let death happen to me. Just the thought of 

my family's face, I would never forgive myself. I 

am not giving up! 

  

Skies dark and gloomy, filled with the smell of  

decaying bodies. Drenched in the blood of my 

buddy, the wretched smell made me sick to my 

stomach. 

 

Lonely long nights aren’t just cold on my heart, but 

on my body as well. I’m tired, head aching, not 

wanting to be here anymore. I feel cramped and 

filthy. Gunshots are still being fired. If it’s not the 

gunshots that kill me it’ll be the wretched living 

style that we have to stay in. There’s rats, infested 

with multiple diseases and maggots wriggling 

around the ground.  

 

Seeing everyone else have a little sparkle left 

while reading their letters from their family mem-

bers, while I sit here just wishing my family had 

written to me. Getting ready to go back onto the 

battlefield, I take a look at my buddies whose 

smiles have faded away, their spark no longer 

there. Now it’s back to hearing gunshots being 

fired, seeing countless people drop dead makes 

me feel like I am not going to make it out of here 

alive. 

 

Longing to see my beautiful family’s faces one 

more time. I’m trying my best to keep fighting, for 

my country, my family, my freedom and my sanity. 

I want to hear my little girl's voice again and see 

my gorgeous wife’s smile one last time. “I must 

keep sane and fight my battles” I think to myself, I 

plead to myself. 

Pull Out Program 
 

The ORRs students have started their POP (pull out pro-

gram) with a BANG. They are having to plan and cook 

their own meals.  

 

Wednesday started 

with breakfast. The  

students had to decide 

what they would like to 

have for breakfast with 

many of them opting for 

eggs on toast. There 

were also beans on 

toast and pancakes. The students 

had to cook their toast and spread it 

with butter and then cook their eggs 

after breaking them into the frying 

pan or microwave poacher. There 

were a couple of egg fatalities but 

everyone got their eggs cooked in 

the end.  

 

 

There were a lot of very happy and 

proud faces when they got to sit 

down and eat. The pancakes and 

beans were also a hit.  

 

Every single student was able to 

prepare and cook their own break-

fasts by themselves and for some 

this was the first time they had been 

given that opportunity. They also 

made a hot drink of milo or hot chocolate. 

 

Next week they are 

going to be cooking 

morning tea.  I am look-

ing forward to seeing 

what scrumptious de-

lights are cooked up 

each week. 



 

 
  IN THE COMMUNITY  

Mt Hutt Ski Pass Extension 
 
Based on the number of enquiries from parents requesting to purchase local school season passes, 
we have decided to extend the cut-off for local school season passes to Thursday, 25th of May at 
10am. If you are able to communicate this to your school communities via email or newsletter, that 
would be much appreciated. 
  
The cost of the local school passes is $139 for primary school children and $219 for secondary 
school pupils and offer unlimited skiing or riding at Mt Hutt as well as Coronet Peak and The Re-
markables. Links to purchase are below for your convenience: 
  
Primary School Pass (Up to year 8): Mt Hutt Shop. Mt Hutt Local Schools Primary Pass 

Secondary School Pass: Mt Hutt Shop. Mt Hutt Local Secondary Schools Pass 

 For children aged 5 and under on the 1st of June, passes are free of charge: Mt Hutt Shop. Mt Hutt 
Season Pass | Unlimited Skiing All Season 
  
For parents who have already purchased passes at the full season pass rate for their children and 
are eligible for local school rates, we ask that they contact our team via email 
to hello@mthutt.co.nz to arrange a refund of the difference. They will be required to do this prior to 
our scheduled opening date on the 9th of June. 

Following the cut-off next week, we will be auditing the purchases made and asking schools to vali-

date the eligibility of the students who have indicated that they attend your respective schools, with-

out this verification, the passes will not be valid for use. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__shop.mthutt.co.nz_local-2Dprimary-2Dschools&d=DwMFAg&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=nr6vaObpCOhvngX5i8G2o__ndFRD_xbFb6kHtunQ9rI&m=dCPUZA1BSCNCeYQV40vrfqUhgFf3GMm1FscUsvkN3_WS8Y_y_Hu2HyVsNYU
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__shop.mthutt.co.nz_local-2Dsecondary-2Dschools&d=DwMFAg&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=nr6vaObpCOhvngX5i8G2o__ndFRD_xbFb6kHtunQ9rI&m=dCPUZA1BSCNCeYQV40vrfqUhgFf3GMm1FscUsvkN3_WS8Y_y_Hu2HyVsN
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__shop.mthutt.co.nz_season-2Dpasses-2Dmh-2Dpass-2D5-2Dunder&d=DwMFAg&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=nr6vaObpCOhvngX5i8G2o__ndFRD_xbFb6kHtunQ9rI&m=dCPUZA1BSCNCeYQV40vrfqUhgFf3GMm1FscUsvkN3_WS8
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__shop.mthutt.co.nz_season-2Dpasses-2Dmh-2Dpass-2D5-2Dunder&d=DwMFAg&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=nr6vaObpCOhvngX5i8G2o__ndFRD_xbFb6kHtunQ9rI&m=dCPUZA1BSCNCeYQV40vrfqUhgFf3GMm1FscUsvkN3_WS8
mailto:hello@mthutt.co.nz

